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Fall semester dedicated to disability awareness
By Debbie Eckelkamp

‘

May 13, 2011

The 2011-2012 academic year will start with “The Disability Experience: Quest for Empowerment,”
continuing the University’s tradition of sponsoring a dedicated semester each fall.
The event comes just after the 20 anniversary of the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) in 1990. This dedicated semester celebrates and promotes the awareness of civil rights for
Americans with disabilities.
Some of the goals for this dedicated semester include: recognizing the contributions of individuals with
disabilities, exploring the historical, legal, and societal aspects of disabilities, creating an understanding
of the social justice implications of respect for individuals with disabilities, identifying the
technological advances that have impacted the lives of individuals with disabilities, and investigating
the educational and social services provided to individuals with disabilities.
In effect, the 2011 dedicated semester will be devoted to the societal aspects and awareness of
disabilities.
Preparations for the Fall 2011 dedicated semester began in August 2010 with a celebration of the
th
ADA’s 20 anniversary. The University invited leaders from the area’s disabled community to suggest
events, speakers, and activities for “The Disability Experience.” Collaboration with the community
and the University’s faculty and staff have made this coming dedicated semester possible.
Many people are involved with the planning of this semester-long event. Dr. Susan Lenihan, director
of deaf educationand and Dr. Margaret Gray, director of special education at Fontbonne, have been
co-chairing the planning committee.
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Associate Professor of Fine Arts Tim Liddy is responsible for the posters and production for the
semester-long awareness campaign. Liddy will also be speaking on his own experience with a
disability, effects his art. Deanna Jent, professor of fine arts, will oversee the production of her play,
"Falling."
The show, which reflects Jent’s own experience of raising a child with autism, will be put on by the
Mustard Seed Theater. Chair and Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies, Corinne Taff, has set
up a facebook page with announcements and news about activities on campus.
Guest speakers will also be invited during the semester to present discussions on the topic.
Kerri Morgan, a graduate student at Washington University in St. Louis studying motion science, will
be the convocation speaker in the fall. Morgan, a member of the Rugby Rams murderball team (a
wheelchair sport), will be presenting a demonstration with some of her teammates for the incoming
freshman.
A documentary on murderball will also be shown during orientation activities in place of the
traditionally assigned book. Discussion of the sport and documentary will follow.
Dr. Karen Myers will lead a discussion panel tasked with answering the question “What is a
disability?” Another question/answer panel will address the issue of parenting a child with a disability.
Colleen Starkloff, cofounder of Paraquad with her late husband Max, will be the commencement
speaker for December’s graduation ceremonies. Max Starkloff will be the recipient of a posthumous
honorary degree from the University.
Another guest speaker scheduled is Eric Greitens, a veteran of the Navy SEALs and founder of “The
Mission Continues.” Greitens’ organization helps wounded veterans by finding them volunteer
opportunities in their communities.
Several classes will be offered which incorporate the dedicated semester theme as well. Dr. Lenihan
will be teaching a course entitled “Disability in Literature and Media” and Dr. Gray is heading a
special topics course on her own studies about autism.
Other courses that will be offered include one on bio-medical psychology, another exploring mental
illness in literature, and a course on bio-medical ethics. Dr. Lenihan pointed out that “it is the first
time graduate courses have been offered in relation to the dedicated semester.”
Students do not have to wait until the fall to start learning about disabilities, however. This year’s
Fontbonne Day, a opportunity for students, faculty, and staff to volunteer in the community, centered
around disability awareness. Dr. Margaret Gray’s husband, Dr. David B. Gray, was the keynote
speaker for the day’s events.
Gray, a professor of Occupational Therapy at Washington University in St. Louis, has used a
wheelchair since 1975 after a spinal cord injury. He spent time in Washington, D.C. working at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and as a Presidential Appointee at the National Institute of
Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR).
Gray was on the White House’s south lawn when former President George H.W. Bush passed the
ADA into law. He uses a system he developed, called the CHEC system (Community Health and
Environmental Checklist) to evaluate the environment of those with impaired mobility, vision, or
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hearing.
He studies ways in which the environment can be made more receptive to the needs of those with
disabilities. On Fontbonne Day, Gray took one of the service groups around the University campus
and local community to determine the accessibility of buildings, entrances, etc. for disabled
individuals.
Summing up the purpose of the fall 2011 dedicated semester, Gray said “It has taken a lot more than
just laws to give rights and build awareness.”
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Alicia Lee: Bookworm and beauty queen
By Raymond Mungai 1 May 15, 2011

When Alicia Lee is on campus, she is a student, first and foremost. Soft-spoken and demure, the junior
English major is a tennis shoes-and-jeans type of girl when she is walking to class.
Every once in a while, however, she flashes a megawatt smile that lights up the room and hints at her
other passion in life: competing in beauty pageants.
Winning the titles of Miss Missouri Rose and Dream Girls USA Missouri Sr. Hi-Point Champion, Lee
proves that brains and beauty and not mutually-exclusive qualities.
At the Hi-Point Championships, she not only won the title on her first try, she also won Miss
Photogenic and Miss Portfolio. She has gone all the way to nationals in the Dreamgirls USA
championship. She plans to return to the national competition this year in July. “I am going back. No
doubt!” she says.

Lee tries to enter at least three pageants each year. The events take a large amount of planning and
preparation, and can last from three days to a week, which can be challenging at times for a serious
student like Lee. In her free time, she enjoys shopping for clothing. More surprisingly, however, Lee is
also a big movie buff, and her favorites range from classics like Alfred Hitchcock’s “Psycho” to the
“Lord of the Rings” trilogy. Her favorite actors include Will Smith, Morgan Freeman and A1 Pacino.
Her music tastes are equally eclectic, spanning from Jimmy Hendrix to Nirvana to Alanis Morissette.
She loves Jazz, pop, hip hop and country.
Lee says her love of writing and meeting interesting people convinced her that a career in journalism
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was for her. This summer, she will be working at an online newspaper as a freelance journalist.
Her interest in journalism begun when she started making broadcast news announcements at her
middle school, which later led to her reporting for the school newspaper. “I like to inform and entertain
people.”
Lees heroes include Diane Sawyer (a pageant girl, herself) and CNN anchor Soledad O’Brien.
Although Lee’s primary interest is journalism, she would also like to become a children’s author when
she finishes college.
As for her quiet demeanor while she is not competing, Lee, a true English major, explains, “I’m not
shy, I’m reserved
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Men’s baseball ends season in third
By Cassandra Bremer 1 May 15, 2011

The University baseball team ended their season May 14, losing to Greenville College 10 to 4. The loss
came in their third game in the Saint Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC) Tournament,
two nights after they defeated the Greenville Panthers 4-3 in 11 innings.
The Griffins, who went 18-23 overall and 13-11 in the SLIAC regular season, earned a third place seed
in the tournament after sweeping Blackburn College on May 4. The men fell just short of their
expectations as a team, finishing third in the SLIAC regular season, as the SLIAC coaches pull from
February predicted a second place finish for the Griffins.
Five of the men were awarded SLIAC All-Conference Honors. Senior Jason Nikolaisen was named to
the Second Team All-Conference in the SLIAC, while fellow senior David Willey, and Juniors Brad
Schoenman and Mick Ritter, and Sophomore Matt Suda eared Honorable Mention. Suda was also
named to the All Sportsmanship Team.
The University opened their season on Feb. 27, with a loss to NCAA Division I Saint Louis University,
13-0.
Their first win came against Harris Stowe University on March 7, when freshman Alex Roedner hit a
two-out grand slam homerun to put the Griffins up 7-3.
Other season highlights include sophomore Nick Platipodis' game winning single, which came in the
bottom of the ninth inning in the University's defeat over Cornell College on March 12.
In the April 5 game against Westminster College, sophomore Sean Fischer hit a two-out solo homerun
to tie the game. Nikolaisen singled and junior Brett Baldwin blasted a walk-off two-run homerun to
win the game 6-4.
On April 10, the Griffins shut out Eureka College, defeating them 10-0. Schoenman pitched seven
innings, striking out seven batters, walking one and allowing only two hits. The SLIAC recognized
Schoenman's performance with the Diamond Sports SLIAC Baseball Pitcher of the Week award.
Willey was also honored with the Diamond Sports SLIAC Baseball Pitcher of the Week award for his
6-1 win over Principia College. Willey threw a complete game, allowing only two hits, striking out six
in seven innings. With the win, Willey also set the record for the all-time career wins for the
University.
Nikolaisen finished ninth in the conference in on-base-percentage, with an on-base-percentage of .453,
and finished ninth in runs scored, with 36. Nikolaisen led the Griffins in several categories including
batting average, slugging percentage and doubles.
Coach Good concludes his fifth season as the University's head baseball coach. This season, he
reached 100 career wins and advanced to a 101-98 coaching record.
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Reporter finds long-lost inner child on City
Museum trip
By Raymond Mungai

’

May 15, 2011

Nothing could have prepared me for the sheer brilliance of the wonderland known as the City
Museum: not even the idealized vision of the place that was conjured up by the stories I heard before
my trip with a group from Fontbonne.
As I approached the building I encountered a very unusual site: If you have been to the city museum,
you know exactly what I’m talking about. Then once I got inside I was met by what I can only
describe as a magical wonderland.
I was in awe for most of my time there, as I slowly took in the spectacle. How is it that such a place
can exist and people still have time to fight and quarrel over very silly things? Why is it that we can
allow ourselves to get so caught up in so much drama and miss out on feeling like a kid again? My
experience at the City Museum came just in time, as I was going through a very tough part of the
semester and I was beginning to forget the value of letting your hair down and having fun. I think this
is why I was shocked at first: I felt like I was becoming so serious and diligent about school that I was
forgetting how to have fun and feel young. I believe that is what happens to a lot of people who focus
so much on their own careers and lives that they forget how to see the world as a magical and beautiful
place. The child in each of us is systematically silenced by society. The result is all the
misunderstanding, fighting and drama. We all need to remember how magical and precious life can be
when we look at it through the eyes of a child. Instead of stamping it out like an overgrown weed, we
need to nurture it and let it grow.
One of the most amazing things that happened at the City Museum was when I spotted a hole in the
ground big enough for an adult to climb in through and I thought to myself, “how many times does one
get to see a whole in the ground that they can crawl into.” Without much hesitation my friend and I
crawled down this hole. The whole night was filled with disbelief as I continued to find things that I
couldn’t believe they had made for people, both young and old, to enjoy.
I learned a lot from this trip and was thoroughly entertained. My stress level also went down
significantly. I can, without a doubt, say that this experience has enhanced my college experience
considerably, and I have vowed never to let the child in me be silenced again.
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University community remembers Coach Lee
McKinney
By Cassandra Bremer J May 15, 2011

Former University Athletic Director and Men's Head Basketball Coach Dr. Lee McKinney passed
away early in the morning on April 4 at the age of 76. McKinney, who had just announced his
retirement from coaching the Men's Basketball coach two months earlier, was battling his third bout of
cancer.
McKinney came to the University in 1988 when he became the University's athletic director and the
first men's basketball coach. He held his position as athletic director for 23 years, stepping down last
year, and served as the Men's head basketball coach for 24 years.
While serving as the University's athletic director, McKinney saw the advancement of the University's
athletic programs. Sixteen teams were added to the department. The number of student athletes was
multiplied ten-fold, going from 35 to the current 350.
Coach McKinney recorded 805 wins in a career that lasted over fifty years. He currently holds the
Saint Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC) record for the most wins as a head coach,
with a record of 330-281.
Adding to his impressive career, McKinney was inducted into the Missouri Sports Hall of fame in
1992, the University's Hall of Fame in 2000, and the SLIAC Hall of Fame earlier this year.
Last year, the SLIAC presented McKinney with its first annual distinguished service award. The
SLIAC has named the award the Lee McKinney Distinguished Service Award, and will present it each
year to a person who has served or competed in the SLIAC and best exemplifies the qualities of
leadership, dedication, service and perseverance.
On April 2, Coach McKinney also received the National Association of Basketball Coaches
Outstanding Service Award. While Coach McKinney was unable to attend the convention in Houston
due to his health at the time, his three children made the trip and accepted the award on his behalf.
In 1996, McKinney was diagnosed with his first bout of colon cancer. Around the same time, Coach
became actively involved in the NCAA's Coaches vs. Cancer initiative. He beat another battle with
cancer in 2002.
The University's Student Athletic Advisory Committee held a vigil for McKinney on April 6. Hundreds
of students, athletes, faculty, and staff members gathered to mourn his passing and show their support
to his family.
Coach McKinney is survived by his wife, June, children Dennis, Dino and Dena and five
grandchildren. Many in the community will remember him for his support and dedication to all student
athletes, and his many contributions towards the University and SLIAC.
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FISH to sponsor service trip to Kenya
By Carly Reidt

‘

May 16, 2011

Fontbonne in Service in Humility (better known as FISH) is already making plans and recruiting
students to participate in a service trip to Limuru, Kenya in June 2012.
The first informational meeting for interested students and faculty members was held on Wed., April
13. Campus Ministry, International Affairs, and Service, Diversity, and Social Justice (SDSJ) are
additional sponsors of the trip.
The possibility of going to Africa came up during a trip brainstorming session. “I think it started with
FISH. We were talking about a cool place to go to that was different,” says Sarah Boul, director of
Campus Ministry. “We decided to pursue it and make it happen.”
Through research, Boul was able to find a reliable partner to collaborate with in African Impact, a
“voluntourism organization” out of Cape Town, South Africa.
The organization has been nominated for several awards, including the British Youth Travel Awards
and the World Travel Awards.
In addition, Boul says African Impact was one of the few organizations that included clean drinking
water in its travel fee.
As of now, the proposed dates for the trip are June 2-17, with 14 full days in Africa and two travel
days.
The group will be staying at the Brackenhurst International Conference Centre, a Baptist lodge near
Nairobi, the capital of Kenya. Boul described the Centre as having “comfortable settings for those of
us from the Western world.”
Indeed, the Brackenhurst is complete with meals for its lodgers, laundry services, and Internet access
and is set in a scenic location known as the “White Highlands,” famous for growing tea.
According to Boul, the purpose of the service trip is “to provide our student population with an
international service opportunity where they can make a direct impact on the lives of Kenyan children
affected by HIV/AIDS, poverty, abuse, and illness.”
Upon arrival in Kenya, the student and faculty volunteers will participate in a day and a half of
training for the work they will be doing with children in various orphanages and preschools in
Limuru.
Another aspect that made African Impact a standout organization to work with was the fact that
volunteers are not thrown into a classroom to teach on their own; rather, they are encouraged to share
the work with the teachers already in place.
Volunteers will have the opportunity to participate in several different forms of service in the schools,
including tutoring groups of students, grading papers for teachers and reading with children after
school..
Nine of the 14 days will be reserved for community volunteering, according to the trip’s proposed
itinerary.
In addition to working closely with the children of Limuru, volunteers will also get the opportunity to
go camping in the Masai Mara National Reserve. To anyone at the meeting feeling a little unsure about
the idea of camping, Boul said: “Be adventurous!”
For students interested in this service opportunity, the major deciding factor is more than likely the
estimated cost of $3,600. The price includes two weeks in Kenya, transportation, lodging, meals, clean
water, travel insurance, a safari in the Masai Mara, and the program fees with African Impact.
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The price does not include passport fees, snacks while in Africa, meals en route to Kenya and back to
the States, souvenirs, and the immunizations and medications recommended (but not required) by the
Centers for Disease Control.
While FISH contributes the $2,000 group deposit fee to reserve the group’s spot on the trip, the other
three sponsors pay for the trip leaders’ spots and other miscellaneous costs.
To help offset the price, students are encouraged to fundraise: one idea proposed at the meeting was a
letter-writing campaign. Students can also take out loans; however, they cannot use money that would
normally go towards tuition, such as money earned through work-study.
The $3,600 is broken up into four payment fees of $900, with the first due by September 19, the
second by December 9, the third by February 17, and the final payment by April 6.
Boul said that anyone who decides not to go on the trip after March 1 will not receive a refund for his
or her payments. These payments can be broken down in various ways as long as half of the money is
turned in by December 9 and the final payment is made on April 6.
Boul hopes that there will be many more students than faculty members who sign up for the trip. To
ensure that students have a fair shot at reserving a spot, anyone interested in participating is required
to make a $50 deposit by May 13.
Interested faculty and staff members are to sign a wait-list kept by Leslie Doyle, director of SDSJ. On
September 19, faculty members on the list will be notified whether or not they can participate.
Campus Ministry offers international tours for students every other year, while FISH sponsors a
service trip every year. Despite the price of the trip to Kenya, both organizations will be offering two
cheaper service opportunities for students who are unable to go to Africa: FISH will sponsor a service
trip at the end of winter break, and Campus Ministry will host a summer trip to Nazareth Farm in West
Virginia. FISH’s most recent international service trip was to Punta Gorda, Belize in June 2009.
Although June 2012 may seem in the distant future and the $3,600 price tag may feel overwhelming to
many students, Boul encourages students to consider going to Kenya. “I would challenge them to see
what’s possible,” she said. “It’s a trip of a lifetime and I hope students see that as well.”
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John Bruno becomes new vice president of
academic affairs
By Rayniesha Lovelace

‘

May 16, 2011

June 1 cannot come soon enough for the University’s new vice president of academic affairs, John
Bruno. He will begin in his new position on the first day of academic year.
“Fontbonne has the best students, faculty, staff, and administrators that I have ever encountered in one
place,” Bruno says. “I feel like this is a perfect fit for someone who is dedicated to making sure every
student leaves our programs with a high quality education and great experience as well."
Bruno, who began as a special education teacher in Florida has been in leadership roles throughout his
career, chairing his department, starting a teacher training program and working as serving as dean at
Flagler College. “Fontbonne is really the next step in my growth as an academic leader," he
says.
Bruno says his goals at Fontbonne will be to continue the tradition of high-quality academic programs
while also helping the University gain more recognition for the things it already does well.
He is also looking forward to moving back to the Midwest. "I went to graduate school at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and also taught at Eastern Illinois University. St. Louis is a great city
and my wife and I are looking forward to exploring all that the city has to offer for us and our three
girls." The family enjoys traveling together and visiting museums and historical sights.
“I am a very passionate person and will do whatever I take on with great energy,” Bruno says. “I am
looking forward to all the opportunities I will have to get involved in the campus life."
He also hopes to bring his family to campus any time there is an event for them to be involved with as
well. "I was on campus a few weeks ago and happened to come to campus on the Saturday of the new
student registration day. It was great to see how we welcome new students," he says.
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English instructor has debut novel published
By Rayniesha Lovelace 1 May 18, 2011

Rasmussen (.thebirdsisters.com)
While working on her first book, the critically acclaimed novel “The Bird Sisters,” English instructor
Rebecca Rasmussen says she appreciates how her students kept her grounded in the real
world.
“For me it is a pleasure to teach,” she says. “It takes me out of my internal world, which is good when
working on a novel. My students at Fontbonne have been wonderful and spirited."
In 2000, Rasmussen’s grandmother Kathryn, to whom the book is dedicated, passed away. Although it
was a difficult time for the family, it led to Rasmussen discovering nearly forty years’ worth of journal
entries written by her grandmother.
The story of the “Bird Sisters” is based on the events and circumstances recorded in these journals.
The book follows young sisters Milly and Twiss over the summer that changed their live. It's about
love in all its forms, along with sacrifice. “I always wondered what would have happened if my
grandmother and her sister had clung to each other instead of growing up and apart." says
Rasmussen.
Rasmusssen was born in Highland Park, Ill. Her parents divorced when she was very young, and she
split her time between Illinois and Wisconsin, where her father moved. Rasmussen says the book is “a
love letter to Wisconsin in a lot of ways."
Although she says finishing the book gave her confidence in her destiny as a writer, Rasmussen once
considered a very different career path. A product of divorce, Rasmussen grew up thinking that she
would one day like to become a divorce lawyer. "I really wanted to help other children through this
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difficult time,” she recalls. “When I grew older, I realized that law was the not the right place for me. I
wanted to be a teacher and a writer, which took a lot of time and hard work, but now I am glad to say
that I am both.”
One constant in her life, however, has been the support she receives from her large family. With four
older brothers, Rasmussen recalls a childhood spent largely outdoors. "We all love to go fishing and
woods tromping,” she says.
“We generally laugh a lot with one another - and at one another, too! I love having a big family. There
is always a lot of laughter and love."
Rasmussen also has a family of her own here in St. Louis. She has a daughter in preschool and her
husband is working on a master's degree at Washington University. The two are happy with their
adopted home. “We love it here,” she says.
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